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Dundee Hills Winegrowers Association  
Brings Further Recognition to Oregon’s Premier Wine Region 

 
Thirty wineries and independent vineyard owners representing over 55,000 cases of world-class Dundee Hills wine 
and 1,500 acres of prime vineyards, united in March 2006, to form the Dundee Hills Winegrowers Association 
(DHWA).  
 
Defining the Dundee Hills as “The heart and soil of Oregon wine” the Association highlights the unique relationship 
between soil, climate and vintners as expressed in exceptional wines. 
 
“The Dundee Hills are the epicenter of Oregon Pinot Noir,” says DHWA President Alison Sokol Blosser of Sokol 
Blosser Winery. “Our red volcanic soils have long served as an expression of place, and a bottle of wine with 
‘Dundee Hills’ on the label now pinpoints that origin.” 
 
Located 28 miles southwest of Portland and 40 miles from the Pacific Ocean, the Dundee Hills AVA (American 
Viticultural Area) encompasses 6,490 acres. The hills are effectively an island in the center of the sprawling 
Willamette Valley AVA. To the north, the Chehalem Mountains act as a buffer to the extreme winds and weather 
patterns often associated with the Columbia River Gorge. Grape vines also benefit from warmer nights and less 
frost than adjacent valley floors, and are not subjected to wildly fluctuating climatic influences.  
 
The region’s geology dates back 15-17 million years ago when lava flows from northeast Oregon pushed into the 
Willamette Valley, covering all but the highest hills with up to 1,000 feet of basalt. The catastrophic Missoula floods 
10-15,000 years ago deposited a blanket of sediment on land below the 200 ft elevation, sparing the original red 
volcanic hills above the small town of Dundee. Today, the 200 ft contour line defines the Dundee Hills AVA. 
 
The unique relationship between volcanic Jory soils, elevation and protective microclimates has consistently proven 
ideal for vineyards, and the Dundee Hills have produced Oregon’s top Pinot Noirs for decades.  
 
About the Dundee Hills AVA 
Quality wine production in the Dundee Hills was initiated over 40 years ago, when pioneers such as David “Papa 
Pinot” Lett of Eyrie, Dick Erath and the Sokol Blossers cleared south-facing slopes to plant many of Oregon’s first 
vineyards. Despite the overwhelming consensus of the time that Oregon’s climate could not support a quality wine 
industry, they forged a new frontier in cool climate viticulture, pooling resources and learning experiences as they 
produced their early wines.  
 
Their faith in the Dundee Hills as a premium winegrowing region was confirmed in 1979 when Lett’s 1975 Pinot 
Noir twice placed among the top three in a French-sponsored blind tasting of international Burgundies. Other 
wineries took note, including top Burgundy producer Maison Joseph Drouhin. When Drouhin embraced the Dundee 
Hills as the next frontier in Burgundian varietals, his 1987 decision to purchase 225 acres and build a winery 
ricocheted around the wine world, squarely placing the Dundee Hills--and Oregon--on center stage for premium 
Pinot Noirs.  
 
Today, Dundee Hills wines enjoy a well-earned, international reputation for quality on all levels.   
 
 



 

 

 
 
Further information on the DHWA is available at www.dundeehills.org 

 
 
 

DUNDEE HILLS WINEGROWERS ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
 

Wineries:    
Anderson Family Vineyards 
Archery Summit:    www.archerysummit.com 
Argyle     www.argylewinery.com 
DePonte Cellars    www.depontecellars.com 
Dobbes Family Estate  www.dobbesfamilyestate.com 
Domaine Drouhin Oregon  www.domainedrouhin.com 
Domaine Serene    www.domaineserene.com 
Erath     www.erath.com 
Eyrie Vineyards   www.eyrievineyards.com 
Four Graces    www.thefourgraces.com 
Lange Estate    www.langewinery.com 
Sokol Blosser Winery   www.sokolblosser.com 
Stoller Vineyards   www.stollervineyards.com 
Thistle Wines   www.thistlewines.com 
White Rose     www.whiterosewines.com 
Wine Country Farm Cellars www.winecountryfarm.com 
Winter’s Hill Vineyard      www.wintershillwine.com 

 
Vineyards: 

45th Parallel North Vineyard  
Bella Vida Vineyard   www.bellavida.com 
Bergström Vineyard   www.bergstromwines.com 
Black Walnut Vineyard   www.blackwalnut-inn.com 
Durant Vineyards 
Gypsy Dancer Estates  www.gypsydancerestates.com 
Juliard Vineyard    
Knudsen Vineyard 
La Colina Vineyard   www.oregonvineyard.com 
Murto Vineyard 
Torii Mor    www.toriimorwinery.com 
Two Barns Vineyard 
Vista Hills Vineyard 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY: Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau 
  

Establishment of the Dundee Hills Viticultural Area (2002R-218P) 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 31, 2005. 

 
SUMMARY: This Treasury decision establishes the Dundee Hills viticultural area in Yamhill County, Oregon. This 
new area is entirely within the existing Willamette Valley viticultural area. We designate viticultural areas to allow 
vintners to better describe the origin of their wines and to allow consumers to better identify wines they may 
purchase. 
 
Excerpts from the TTB Dundee Hills AVA Approval: 
 
General Background 
 
     In 2002, TTB received a petition from Alex Sokol Blosser, secretary of the North Willamette Valley AVA 
Group, proposing the establishment of the 6,490-acre “Red Hills” viticultural area in Yamhill County, Oregon. The 
petitioner subsequently amended the area’s name to “Dundee Hills.”  

Located in northwest Oregon near the town of Newberg, the Dundee Hills viticultural area is about 28 miles 
southwest of Portland and 40 miles inland from the Pacific Ocean. The Dundee Hills area is entirely within the 
established Willamette Valley viticultural area. At the time of the petition, the Dundee area had 1,264 acres planted 
to grapes, with another 800 acres available for future vineyard use.  

The Dundee Hills rise above the low, flat floors of the surrounding Willamette and Chehalem Valleys. 
These hills generally have peaks above 700 feet, with the highest peak rising to 1,067 feet. In addition to their 
higher elevation, warmer nighttime temperatures and less low-elevation fog and frost distinguish the Dundee Hills 
area from the surrounding valleys. 
     
Name Evidence 
 
     The North Willamette Valley AVA Group originally proposed the name “Red Hills” for this area, but after 
learning of other petitioners  proposing the same (or a similar) name for other viticultural areas, the Group amended 
its petitioned name to “Red Hills of Dundee.” The Group later amended its petitioned name to “Dundee Hills” to 
avoid possible confusion with other domestic and international “Red Hill” or “Red Hills” viticultural regions. 
 
Boundary Evidence 
 
     The Dundee Hills viticultural area’s boundaries are based on a number of distinguishing features, including 
elevation, terrain, climate, and soils, as well as the modern viticultural history of the area. 
    The Dundee Hills viticultural area consists of a single, continuous uplifted landmass that rises above the 
surrounding valley floors. The lower and flatter land along the Willamette River and its tributary, the Yamhill River, 
defines the Dundee Hills viticultural area to the east and south. Millican Creek, a southward flowing tributary of the 
Yamhill River, and a smaller drainage flowing north into Chehalem Creek, which empties into the Willamette River, 
border the hills to the west. The Chehalem Valley defines the northern limits of Dundee Hills. 
     The viticultural area's boundary is an irregular circle encompassing the Dundee Hills. The 200-foot contour 
line constitutes most of the boundary, which divides the base of the hills’ slopes from the surrounding valley floors. 
On much of the area’s western side, a roadway that varies between 200 and 300 feet in elevation is used in lieu of 
the 200-foot elevation line, which meanders far from the logical perimeter of the Dundee Hills viticultural area.     

Portions of the towns of Dundee and Lafayette, where the Dundee Hills area’s 200-foot elevation boundary 
crosses the towns’ boundaries, are included within the viticultural area. Oregon State Route 99W, a heavy-duty 
road to the east and south of Dundee Hills, and State Route 240, a medium-duty road to the north, are generally 
outside the established boundary line, but occasionally cross into the viticultural area. The town of Dundee 
straddles the area’s eastern border, the Yamhill River runs near its southern boundary, Millican Creek and the  

 



 

 

 
 
Trappist Abbey of Our Lady of Guadalupe anchor its west side, and the Chehalem Valley lies beyond its 

northern boundary. 
 
Viticultural Growth 
 
     Wine grapes planted in 1969 at Erath Vineyards produced 216 cases of Pinot noir in 1972, and, in 1971, 
five acres of Pinot noir grapes were planted at the Sokol Blosser vineyard. Statistics from the petition show the 
viticultural growth of the proposed Dundee Hills area: 
 
Viticultural Growth in Dundee Hills Area: 
                    Decade  ending  Decade  ending  Decade  ending             
                             1980                 1990                   2000                 As of 2002 
Acreage.............     299                   577                  1,161                           1,264 
Vineyards............... 13                      22                       38                                44 
 
Distinguishing Features 
 
    Elevation, terrain, climate, and soil factors distinguish the Dundee Hills viticultural area from the grape-growing 
regions found on the surrounding valley floors. As noted earlier, the 200-foot contour line is used for most of the 
boundary between the Dundee Hills viticultural area and the surrounding, lower and flatter valley floors. 
 
Elevation and Terrain: 
     The Dundee Hills viticultural area elevation rises from the 200-foot contour line to the highest hill’s peak of 
1,067 feet. These heights contrast with the lower elevation Chehalem and Willamette Valleys, which flank the north, 
east, and south sides of the  
viticultural area. The area’s western boundary, is marked by a natural depression with drainage south to the Yamhill 
River via Millican Creek, while a smaller unnamed drainage flows north into the Chehalem Valley. 
     The Dundee Hills viticultural area’s topography consists of a north-south spine with ridges and small valleys 
on the east, south and west sides of the landmass. This hilly area is above the Willamette and Chehalem Valleys’ 
flood plains. Numerous small streams originate in the Dundee area’s higher elevations and the area is dotted with 
small  
reservoirs. Light-duty and unimproved roads service the Dundee Hills area. 
      The 5th edition of the “Geology of Oregon” by Elizabeth and William Orr explains that the geological history 
of the Dundee Hills area dates back 66 million years with the uplifting of the North American tectonic plate, which 
formed the Coast Range mountains and the inland ridges and valleys. Lava flows, dating back 15 million years, 
pushed into the area from northeast Oregon, depositing Columbia River basalts and restructuring the landscape 
with hills and broken ridges.  

To the west, the huge uplifted mass of the Coast Range parallels the Pacific Ocean coastline. Between the 
Coast Range on the west, and the Dundee Hills to the east, is the inland Yamhill-Carlton region. The Yamhill-
Carlton area has small uplifted slopes that drain entirely into the Yamhill River system, while only the west side of 
the Dundee Hills area drains into this watershed. 
     To the north, the Chehalem Mountains, with an east to west orientation, have a large footprint and cover 
more surface area than Dundee Hills. These taller mountains provide the Dundee Hills viticultural area with some 
protection from the climatic extremes found further to the north. 
     To the east and immediate south of the Dundee Hills viticultural area, the lower-elevation Willamette Valley 
floor has different soils and growing conditions, and is subject to standing water in the winter and spring. The Eola 
Hills, 20 miles south of the Dundee area, have a north-south orientation, a large footprint, and a strongly marine- 
influenced climate. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Climate: 
     The Dundee Hills viticultural area, with warmer nights and less frost than the adjacent valley floors, is 
protected from great climatic variations by surrounding geographic features. To the north, the tall Chehalem 
Mountains buffer the climatic influence of the Columbia River Gorge, which funnels cold air in the winter and warm 
air in the summer into the Willamette Valley from the interior of northern Oregon. In addition, the Willamette Valley, 
located to the east and south of the Dundee Hills area, has spring and fall fog and frost, which is created as cool 
night air drains from the hillsides onto the valley floor. 
     The Coast Range, to the west of the Dundee Hills area, lessens the harsh effects of the Pacific Ocean’s 
heavy rains and windstorms, and causes a rain shadow effect in the Dundee Hills area. Annually, the Coast Range 
receives 90 to 135 inches of rain, while the Dundee Hills area gets about a third that much--30 to 45 inches of rain 
annually. 
     The Yamhill-Carlton viticultural area has a stronger marine-influenced climate, with more wind and rainfall, 
than the Dundee Hills and averages 60 inches of annual precipitation and 150 fewer degree-growing days than the 
Dundee area. 
     The Eola Hills, 20 miles to the south of the Dundee Hills, receive a strong cooling marine influence that 
pushes inland from the Pacific Ocean through the Van Duzer Corridor, an opening in the Coast Range. This marine 
effect loses most of its cooling benefit before reaching the Dundee Hills viticultural area. 
 
 
Soils: 
     The “Soil Survey of the Yamhill Area, Oregon,” issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Soil 
Conservation Service in January 1974, documents that the reddish color in the Dundee Hills area’s soil is derived 
from the Columbia River basalt lavas, including the Jory soil series, which cover approximately 80 percent of the 
area. These lava-based soils decompose quickly with the high rain amounts found in northwestern Oregon, which 
helps produce the area’s Jory series of reddish silt, clay, and loam soils. This soil series, found predominantly on 
the Dundee Hills’ eastern side, is moderately fertile and well drained, with slight to moderate erosion levels. 
     The sedimentary Willakenzie soil series covers the steeper slopes of the Dundee Hills area’s western side. 
This soil series is categorized as well drained with moderate to high erosion levels. A smaller amount of the Jory 
soil series exists on the area’s western  
side where the Columbia River lava flows cover the sedimentary formations. 
      
Surrounding Soils: 

Outside the Dundee Hills viticultural area’s boundary, the soils of the Coast Range, the Yamhill-Carlton 
area, the Chehalem Mountains, the Willamette Valley floor, and the Eola Hills contrast with the soils found within 
the Dundee Hills area. The Coast Range to the west has marine volcanic and sedimentary soils, with high water 
holding capacity silts and basalt layers sandwiched between marine sediments. 
     The Yamhill-Carlton region, to the Dundee area’s west and northwest, has soils derived from marine 
sediments and ocean floor volcanic basalt with high water holding capacity. The Chehalem Mountains, to the north 
and northeast, have the Columbia River basalt, ocean sedimentation, and wind-blown loess derivation soil types. 
The Willamette Valley floor, to the east and south, has deep, alluvial soils with high water holding capacity. In the 
Eola Hills region to the south, low water holding capacity, slow permeability, and moderate erosion levels 
characterize the predominant Gelderman and Ritner basalt soil series found there. 
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DUNDEE HILLS WINEGROWERS ASSOCIATION: WINERIES 

 
 

Anderson Family Vineyard Archery Summit 
www.archerysummit.com 

Argyle 
www.argylewinery.com 

20120 NE Herring Lane Archery Summit Road 691 Highway 99W 
Dundee, OR 97115 Dundee, OR 97115 Dundee, OR 97115 

Phone: 503-554-5541 Phone: 503-864-4300 Phone: 503-538-8520 
   

DePonte Cellars 
www.depontecellars.com 

Dobbes Family Estate 
www.dobbesfamilyestate.com 

Domaine Drouhin Oregon 
www.domainedrouhin.com 

17545 Archery Summit Road P.O. Box 517 6750 Breyman Orchards Road 
Dayton, OR 97114 Dundee, OR 97115 Dayton, OR 97114 

Phone: 503-864-3611 Phone: 503-538-1141 Phone: 503-864-2700 
   

Domaine Serene 
www.domaineserene.com 

Erath 
www.erath.com 

Four Graces 
www.thefourgraces.com 

6555 Hilltop Lane 9409 NE Worden Hill Rd c/o P.O. Box 1069 
Dayton, OR 97114 Dundee, OR 97115 Carlton, OR 97111 

Phone: 503-864-4600 Phone: 503-538-3318 Phone: 503-852-5590 
   

Lange Estate 
www.langewinery.com 

Sokol Blosser Winery 
www.sokolblosser.com 

Stoller Vineyards 
www.stollervineyards.com 

18380 NE Buena Vista Drive 5000 Sokol Blosser Lane 16161 NE McDougall Road 
Dundee, OR 97115 Dundee, OR 97115 Dayton. OR 97114 

Phone: 503-538-6476 Phone: 503-864-2282 Phone: 503-864-3404 
   

THISTLE WINES 
www.thistlewines.com 

White Rose 
www.whiterosewines.com 

Wine Country Farm Cellars 
www.winecountryfarm.com 

10555 NE Red Hills Road 6250 NE Hilltop Lane 6855 Breyman Orchards Road 
Dundee, OR 97115 Dayton, OR 97114 Dayton, OR 97114 

Phone: 503-590-0449 Phone: 949-275-8021 Phone: 503-864-3446 
   

Winter’s Hill Vineyard 
www.wintershillwine.com 

  

748 Highway 99W   
Lafayette, OR 97127   
Phone: 503-864-4610   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

DUNDEE HILLS WINEGROWERS ASSOCIATION: VINEYARDS 
 
 

 

45th Parallel North Vineyard Bella Vida Vineyard 
www.bellavida.com 

Bergström Vineyard 
www.bergstromwines.com 

8880 Worden Hill Road 9380 NE Worden Hill Road Nysa Vineyard, Dundee Hills 
Dundee, OR 97115 Dundee, OR 97115 Winery: 18405 NE Calkins Lane 

Phone: 503-538-7177 Phone: 503-538-9821 Newberg, OR 97132 
  Phone: 503-554-0468 
   

Black Walnut Vineyard 
www.blackwalnut-inn.com Durant Vineyards Gypsy Dancer Estates 

www.gypsydancerestates.com 
9600 NE Worden Hill Road 5420 Breyman Orchards Road c/o 35050 SW Unger Road 

Dundee, OR 97115 Dayton, OR 97114 Cornelius, OR 97132 
Phone: 503-429-4114 Phone: 503-864-3785 Phone: 503-628-0955 

   
Juliard Vineyard Knudsen Vineyard La Colina Vineyard 

www.oregonvineyard.com 
8415 NE Worden Hill Road c/o P.O. Box  566 c/o 21260 SW Ladyfern Drive, 

Dundee, OR 97115 Dundee, OR 97115 Sherwood, OR 97140 
Phone: 503-538-7011 Phone: 503-538-8520 Phone: 503-550-2502 

   

Murto Vineyard Torii Mor 
www.toriimorwinery.com Two Barns Vineyard 

9820 NE Worden Hill Road 18325 NE Fairview Dr C/o 19610 NE 116th Street 
Dundee, OR 97115 Dundee, OR 97115 Redmond, WA 98053 

Phone: 503-538-5302 Phone: 503-554-0105 Phone: 425-881-6112 
   
 Vista Hills Vineyard 

www.clintfoundation.org 
 

 6700 Hilltop Lane  
 Dundee, OR 97115  
 Phone: 503-864-2154  
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others throughout the state are proof of this collaboration.
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cooperative studios and crush facilities. An annual industry festival celebrates this spirit.
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•  �Varied soil types throughout our 14 approved and 1 proposed Am

erican 
V

iticultural Areas (AVAs) result in w
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ith distinct flavor profiles. 
	

•  �Sense of place is particularly evident in the W
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ette Valley subappellations, 
w

here volcanic and sedim
entary soil types and geographical influences contribute 

to different expressions of the predom
inantly grow

n varietal – Pinot noir.
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ed organically and 7%
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and only internationally certified sustainable viticulture program

 in the U
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O
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here the grapes are grow
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e unique and varied soils, the w
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sunny slopes produce w
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plex, exquisite flavors that are uniquely O
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